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EMS Today

Staffing

● BLS ambulance - 2 EMTs

● ALS ambulance - 2 paramedics

● ALS intercept vehicle - 2 

paramedics

● Hybrid - 1 EMT, 1 paramedic

● Critical care transport - 

EMT/paramedic/RN

System types:

● Fire-based

● Hospital-based

● Third service

● Public Utility

● Volunteer



Acute care

● Bring you patients
○ ‘Referral network’

○ Like ER - entry to healthcare system

● Clinical
○ Stabilizing procedures

○ First point of medical contact 

○ Part of resuscitation team

○ Screening tools - STEMI, stroke, trauma, peds, etc

● Metrics
○ Eg. STEMI - FMC-to-balloon

○ EMS turnaround time

○ Throughput - transports for hospital discharges



Long Term Care

● Emergent transport
○ 911

○ BLS vs ALS vs specialty (bariatric, 

vent-dependent)

● Non-emergent 
○ Doctor’s appointments

○ Dialysis 

○ Hospital discharges

● Specialty
○ Evacuation

○ Infectious disease response



FQHCs, Home Health, Hospice 

● Emergencies
○ Of course

● Preventative care
○ Community paramedicine (more on 

this later)

○ Vaccination efforts

○ Reporter for abuse

■ Child (mandated)

■ Elder



Public Health

● Surveillance
○ Will likely be among the first to 

notice trends, outbreaks, etc

● Disaster management
○ Initial scene response

○ Triage

○ Evacuations

● Addiction medicine
○ Community paramedicine (again)

○ Prehospital buprenorphine



Future Directions

● Community paramedicine
○ Mobile integrated health

● Alternate destination transport
○ Primary care

○ Urgent care

○ Sobering center

● Triage to home
○ Telehealth

● New treatments and interventions
○ Blood (already here)

○ ECPR



Thank you!


